WEST PLAZA
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Mark Your Calendar þ
Upcoming General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, November 19, 2013, 7-8 p.m.
Social Half-Hour begins at 6:30
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1700 Westport Road
Topic: Sewers! KC Water Services
Kansas City Water Services is in the process of
making infrastructure improvements in the sewer
system through their Overflow Control Program.
The goal of this 22-year project, begun in 2010, is
to reduce combined sewer overflows by 88% and
to eliminate overflows in the separate sewer system. Every water customer pays for these improvements through the wastewater portion of
their monthly bill, and the department is committed to keeping us informed of their progress.
In addition, Judy Morgan, our State Representative, will spend a few moments updating us on
the latest legislative session in Jefferson City.
We will begin taking nominations for our annual
election of officers and board members at this
meeting. If you are thinking about increasing your
participation in neighborhood activities and you
want to help guide the future of the West Plaza,
this is the time to throw your hat into the ring.
If you have not joined the WPNA or have not yet
renewed your membership for 2013, you may do
so at the meeting. We accept cash or check.
A raffle for a door prize (all current members are
eligible to enter) will end the meeting.
Please join us for the social half-hour with complimentary food and beverages at 6:30 on the 19th.
Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
Nothing is going to happen, It’s not. — Dr. Seuss

New Tax Status for the WPNA
West Plaza Neighborhood Association has always been a volunteer organization, devoting all
of its resources and energy toward neighborhood
betterment. Unlike the J.C. Nichols neighborhoods, where membership in the Homes Associations are mandatory and the dues much
higher, West Plaza operates on a strictly volunteer basis, charging a mere $12 a year dues per
household and $7 for seniors.
We have no paid employees, and since its inception in 1973, WPNA has operated as a “not-forprofit” organization. Because we make no profit,
we are not required to pay income taxes. This
set-up has worked well for the past 40 years, and
we have managed to make some important
neighborhood improvements with the little revenue we receive.
In order to put the Association on a more sound
financial footing for the future, we have recently
applied for and received 501(c)(3) tax status from
the Internal Revenue Service. This was a very
complicated and lengthy process, involving many
pages of IRS documents that needed to be filled
out in great detail. But obtaining the new tax
status was an important step forward, because it
allows us to receive donations on a tax-free basis. Anyone wishing to make a contribution to
WPNA can now do so, and the contribution is entirely tax-deductible. ■

Help Wanted!
1) Volunteers to distribute newsletters in the
neighborhood. (Get to know your neighbors! Enjoy the weather and the fresh air! Get aerobic exercise as you walk around West Plaza!)
2) One volunteer to make phone calls six times
per year to determine which of our pool of newsletter carriers is available to distribute each issue.
(Chat up your neighbors! Find out what’s new in
(continued on p. 5)
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Theft from Auto Still a Problem

Support Your Local Businesses!

Theft from vehicle, although
one of the most easily preventable crimes, continues to be a
persistent problem for our
neighborhood as well as many
others in Kansas City. Theft of
valuables from a vehicle occurs
on the street, in parking lots, on
driveways, and even inside garages. Thieves will
often break windows or punch locks to gain entry,
but will also enter unlocked vehicles that contain
valuables in plain view. Common targets are stereos, laptops, cell phones, purses, and wallets.

About 50 businesses are members of the
WPNA. Their contact information is shown in
every issue of the newsletter (see p. 8) as a
way of thanking them for supporting the organization that supports the neighborhood. Some of
these businesses buy additional ad space in the
newsletter. These businesses offer a variety of
services to the community and throughout the
city. Please support them whenever you can.

Prevention Tips
·

Do not leave valuables in plain view in
your car, no matter where you park. It only
takes a few seconds for a thief to smash your
window and grab anything visible.

·

Place all valuables in your trunk before reaching your destination or take them with you.

·

Lock your car and park in a well-lit area if on
the street. If you park in your driveway, install
a motion detection light system.

·

Report any suspicious activity that you see in
the neighborhood. Call 9-1-1.

It’s not socially acceptable to blame victims of
crime, and in most cases, there’s good reason for
that. However, if you leave valuables in plain
sight, you are attracting criminals, both to your car
and to the neighborhood. Criminals will go where
it’s easy to steal. So use common sense, and, as
Officer Schriever tells us, if you must leave items
in your car, at least “put your junk in your trunk.” ■

Supporting local business is good for our community for many reasons:
Local Character and Prosperity: In an increasingly homogenized world, communities
that preserve their one-of-a-kind businesses
and distinctive character have an economic advantage.
Local Decision-Making: Local ownership ensures that important decisions are made locally
by people who live in the community and who
will feel the impact of those decisions.
Keeping Dollars in the Local Economy: Compared to chain stores, locally owned businesses
recycle a much larger share of their revenue
back into the local economy, enriching the
whole community.
Job and Wages: Locally owned businesses
create more jobs locally, and, in some sectors,
provide better wages and benefits than chains
do.
Entrepreneurship: Entrepreneurship fuels
America’s economic innovation and prosperity
and serves as a key means for families to move
out of low-wage jobs and into the middle class.
Public Benefits and Costs: Local stores in
town centers require comparatively little infrastructure and make more efficient use of public
services relative to big box stores and strip
shopping malls.
Environmental Sustainability: Local stores
help to sustain vibrant, compact, walkable options, which in turn are essential to reducing
sprawl, automobile use, habitat loss, and air
and water pollution.
Competition: A marketplace of local small
businesses is the best way to ensure innovation
and low prices over the long term. ■
Source: Institute of Local Self-Reliance (ilsr.org)
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Forks & Rakes by Stephanie Murrell & Ed O’Donnell
Recipe: Dry-Brined Turkey
Moist Inside, Crispy Outside
Total time: 2 hours, 50 minutes
Servings: 11 to 15
Note: Start early! This is a 3-day process.
This is more a technique than a recipe. It makes a bird
that has concentrated turkey flavor and fine, firm flesh
and is delicious. And you can add other flavors, such
as minced rosemary, if you wish.
1 (12- to 16-pound) turkey; Kosher salt
1. Wash the turkey inside and out, pat it dry, and
weigh it. Measure 1 tablespoon of salt into a bowl
for every 5 pounds.
2. Sprinkle the inside of the turkey lightly with salt.
Place the turkey on its back and salt the breast,
concentrating the salt in the center, where the
meat is thickest. Use a little more than a tablespoon. It should look liberally seasoned, but not
over-salted.
3. Turn the turkey on one side and sprinkle the entire
side with salt, concentrating on the thigh. Use a
little less than a tablespoon. Flip the turkey over
and do the same with the opposite side.
4. Place the turkey in a 2-1/2 gallon sealable plastic
bag, press out the air, and seal tightly. Place the
turkey breast-side up in the refrigerator. Chill for 3
days, turning it onto its breast for the last day.
5. Remove the turkey from the bag. There should be
no salt visible on the surface and the skin should
be moist but not wet. Place the turkey breast-side
up on a plate and refrigerate uncovered for at least
8 hours.
6. On the day it is to be cooked, remove the turkey
from the refrigerator and leave it at room temperature at least 1 hour. Preheat the oven to 425 degrees.
7. Place the turkey breast-side down on a roasting
rack in a roasting pan; put it in the oven. After 30
minutes, remove the pan from the oven and carefully turn the turkey over so the breast is facing up
(it's easiest to do this by hand, using kitchen towels or oven mitts).
8. Reduce the oven temperature to 325 degrees, return the turkey to the oven. and roast until a thermometer inserted in the deepest part of the thigh,
but not touching the bone, reads 165 degrees,
about 2-3/4 hours total roasting time.
9. Remove the turkey from the oven, transfer it to a
warm platter or carving board; tent loosely with foil.
Let stand at least 30 minutes to let the juices redistribute through the meat. Carve and serve. ■
Source: LA Times Readers’ Choice Awarded Recipe

West Plaza Garden Report: The
Year of the Sunflower...and the
Long Awaited Faucet!
Last year I planted sunflowers: a few mammoth,
a few petite, a few with bright yellow petals, and
a few with almost white petals. Because of the
drought they were just so-so. But they were
healthy enough to produce seed, which neither
the birds nor the squirrels ate. The winter snow
provided moisture for them, so in spring we had
lots of volunteer seedlings.
The leaves of a seedling sunflower are distinctive (wide and flat). I let too many of them grow,
thinking I would thin them later. By the time
“later” arrived, I didn’t have the heart to remove
a plant that was about to bloom. The bees
started to pollinate them. It was shocking how
many bumblebees were buzzing around the
place! Then the goldfinches started feeding.
Some West Plaza folks even asked about harvesting the seeds. Recently the blossoms have
started to turn crispy. As readers of my column
know, sunflowers are in the Garden not just because of their value to nature, but because
West Plaza residents enjoy them. They will continue to be an “annual” annual for many years to
come….but not as crowded and haphazardly
spaced.
Wasn’t it back in 2009 that Joe Montanari put in
a PIAC request for a water faucet for the garden? In September (yes, of 2013) the construction was completed. Though a few perennials
were disrupted during the “planting” of the
pipes, they will be replaced. Thanks go to Craig
Cotton, whose condo allowed me to get badly
needed water from them all these years. I carried water in buckets from the building to the
Garden to supplement the water I carried in
laundry soap bottles from my house (I’m not
joking). Thanks also go to the patient folks who
were not able to park on Jarboe during the construction. But most of all, HUGE thanks go to
Joe Montanari for his persistence in making the
faucet a reality.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Saturday, November 23 is the Annual Garden Cleanup day.
From 9:00 a.m. till 11:00 we will rake leaves,
remove dead plant material, and spread mulch.
I hope to see you there. ■
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Looking Back: KC’s Nelly Don
by Joe Montanari
Ellen Quinlan was way
ahead of her time; she
was a liberated woman
long before anyone
else. Nell, as her brothers and sisters called
her, was born in ParMother Hubbard & Nelly Don dresses sons, Kansas, in 1889,
the twelfth of thirteen
children. She graduated from Parsons High
School at age 16 and enrolled in Parsons Business College, where she took a course in stenography. The small town life was too slow for Nell,
so she moved to Kansas City, where she met 23year-old Paul Donnelly in the boarding house
where she lived. Nell was 17 when she and Donnelly were married.
Nell soon enrolled at Lindenwood College in St.
Charles, MO. After earning a degree in 1909, Nell
returned to Kansas City. Nell found domestic life
boring and amused herself by designing and
making her own clothing. Kansas City in 1910
was hardly a fashion mecca, and most women of
the day wore dowdy old “Mother Hubbard” style
dresses. Not Nell. Nell’s dresses were stylish and
flattering, and soon her friends and neighbors
were asking her to make dresses for them. Realizing that there was a strong demand for stylish
women’s dresses, Nell approached the Peck’s
Dry Goods Stores and left with an order for 18
dozen dresses. While the old fashioned dresses
cost 69 cents, Nell’s quickly sold out at the staggering sum of a dollar apiece.
Three years later, Nell formed the Donnelly Garment Company. By 1931, she employed more
than 1,000 workers, with annual sales of $3.5 million. By 1953, the Donnelly Garment Company
was the largest dress manufacturer in the world,
and Nell Donnelly was one of America’s first female multi-millionaires.
In some ways, Nell’s personal life was as adventurous as her business career. Although they
maintained both their marriage and their business
partnership until 1932, Nell and Paul Donnelly
had been drifting apart for many years. While
Paul pursued other women, Nell was attracted to
her neighbor, U.S. Senator James A. Reed. In
September 1931, while still married to Paul and
pregnant with Reed’s child, Nell sailed to Europe

on the pretext of “adopting” a child, and soon
returned with a healthy baby boy, David. Barely
three months later, on the evening of December
16, 1931, Nell and her chauffeur, George Blair,
were kidnapped by three armed men, who demanded a $75,000 ransom.
Kansas City was a wide open town in the
1930s, run by the Boss Tom Pendergast’s political machine and its mob enforcer Johnny Lazia.
The story is that Reed contacted Lazia, threatening to expose his illegal activities if Nell was
not released within 24 hours. Although Lazia’s
men had nothing to do with the kidnapping, 25
carloads of them went searching for Nell. After
32 hours in captivity, Nell and Blair were released unharmed. The kidnappers were arrested, tried, and convicted. Nell divorced Donnelly the following year, and she and Reed were
married.
Nell sold the Donnelly Garment Company in
1956. Without Nell’s guidance, the company did
not fare well, and it filed for bankruptcy in 1978.
Ellen Quinlan Donnelly Reed died on September 8, 1991, at the age of 102. Today, when we
think of women’s fashions, New York, Paris,
and Milan come to mind. But from 1910 to
1956, Kansas City’s garment district was a major player, and “Nelly Don” was at the epicenter
of it all. ■
Source: Nelly Don website and the State Historical
Society of Missouri

2013 Good Neighbor Award
Julie Tenenbaum, WPNA VP, newsletter editor,
and volunteer-for-all-things-West-Plaza, was
one of 29 neighborhood activists city-wide to
receive the 2013 Good Neighbor award. They
were each presented a plaque by Mayor Sly
James at a ceremony during the first annual
Citizens United Against Crime event on October
1. Julie said, “It gives me great pleasure to
spend my time, energy and skills to make the
neighborhood a good place to call home.” She
hopes to continue working for the West Plaza
for many years to come. ■

CityWise
Ernest Hemingway developed his writing style
in Kansas City when he worked as a cub
reporter for the Kansas City Star from 1917 to
1918. Hemingway often cited the Star’s style of
using short sentences as his primary influence.
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Coming Soon: The WPNA Member
Discount Card
by Greg Madden
Thank you to everyone who participated in
our survey in the last issue of the newsletter. Because of your input, we know the areas to focus
on to provide the services and programs you
want. One of these areas of focus was offering
more membership benefits.
In the coming year, the West Plaza Neighborhood
Association will be launching a discount card program. WPNA membership is available to anyone
who resides in (whether you own or rent your
house or apartment) or has a business in West
Plaza. With your 2014 new or renewal membership, you will receive a Discount Card with which
you can receive discounts offered by WPNA
member businesses. Each business will decide
the terms of the discount they offer.
The purpose of this Membership Discount Card is
to encourage interaction between our local businesses and our residents. Both will benefit from
the interaction. The card will help you save a little
money, buy local, and get to know your neighborhood businesses. Businesses will benefit from the
additional trade, as well as strengthen their ties
with the individuals who make up the residential
community.
You will soon be able to present your card at participating West Plaza establishments to receive
discounts. Check www.westplaza.org for the official launch date and a list of participants for our
members-only WPNA Discount Card. The Discount Card, which will be valid through December
31, 2014, will be mailed to you when you renew
or become a new member in 2014.
If you are not yet a member, use the membership
form on page 6 to become one. A household
membership costs only $12; senior membership
is $7, and a business membership costs $25.
Membership is for the calendar year, January 1
through December 31.
If you have not completed the survey, please do
so today (see page 9). You will be helping us
learn how we can better serve you and the entire
neighborhood.
WPNA Business Members: If you are interested
in participating in the WPNA Membership Business Discount Card, please contact us at

wpnakc@gmail.com and write "Membership
Discount Card" in the subject line.
The fine print: Discount is valid for current
members and for the card holder only. Card
must be presented at the time of purchase. Participating businesses determine the terms and
limitations of the discount. The WPNA is not responsible for lost or stolen cards.■

Help Wanted!

(continued from p. 1)

the West Plaza! Earn the undying gratitude of
your WPNA board members!)
Our bi-monthly newsletter is the primary way we
stay in touch with our members and residents of
the neighborhood. Creating it and delivering it requires quite a bit of effort on the part of many volunteers. Articles are written by board members
and are edited and formatted into a newsletter by
another board member. A pdf of the completed
newsletter is emailed to those on our membership
list; however, the journey of the printed version,
which is hand delivered to the 1,100 residences in
the West Plaza, has just begun. The proof is delivered to our local printer, Print Tekk, who prints
1,200 copies for us without charge.
In the meantime, two board members have been
calling and/or emailing distribution volunteers to
ascertain their availability. These two folks pick up
the newsletters from the printer, figure out which
volunteer will deliver which route, and then distribute the correct number of newsletters to the confirmed volunteers. The volunteers deliver the
newsletters before the deadline, which is at least
a week before the upcoming general meeting.
We are currently missing a few links in this
chain. First, those two overworked board members who are making the calls really want to find a
volunteer to do that job. (Yes, we know how much
easier it would be to send out an email. But we
also know how easy it is to put off responding to
it!) Second, we are short a few distribution volunteers. Those same two board members have
been taking up the slack by walking routes themselves, and they are getting TIRED!
The saying “many hands make light work” is very
true in this situation. If we had a few more people
to share the load, it would be easier for everyone.
So, if you’d like to give back to West Plaza by volunteering for either of these positions, we’d be
happy to hear from you. Especially Harold (913980-6413) and Dennis (816-588-8304)!
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NOTICE! WPNA Membership runs on the calendar year, from January 1 through December 31.
If you have not renewed for 2013, please do it now.

Join Your Neighbors in the WPNA!
Please fill out the information below and return along with your check to:
West Plaza Neighborhood Association ▪ P.O. Box 32826 ▪ Kansas City, MO 64171-7826
www.westplaza.org ▪ Facebook: West Plaza Neighborhood Association-Discussion Group
Check One: New [ ] Renewal [ ]
Household ($12) [ ] Senior ($7) [ ] Business ($25) [ ]
+ Donation _______

= TOTAL ________

I would like to help the neighborhood with:
Name _____________________________________
Address

_____________________________

Picnic [ ]

Property Maintenance/Zoning [ ]

Yard Sale [ ]

Neighborhood Clean-up [ ]

Crime Prevention [ ] Meeting Refreshments [ ]
Zip ____________ Phone

________________

e-mail ____________________________________
Business Member Contact Name:
____________________________

__________

Newsletter Distribution [ ]
Membership [ ]

Gardening [ ]

Feral Cat Program [ ]
[November-December 2013]
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2013-14 WPNA Calendar
General Membership Meetings (7-8 p.m.)
30-minute social “hour” begins at 6:30
Location: Immanuel Lutheran Church
1700 Westport Road (use the north-most door on
the west side of the church)
WPNA general membership meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of odd-numbered months:
November 19, January 21, March 18
West Plaza Garden Cleanup: Sat., Nov. 23, 9 a.m.

Feral Cat Issues?
Contact Sharon Martin
816-931-1194
Feral_WPNA@kc.rr.com

$89.00

To help WPNA sponsor this program, send
your donation to P.O. Box 32826, KCMO

Offer expires December 31, 2013

Contact the WPNA

4233 Roanoke Road
(816) 753-2020
www.eyecare-optical.com
Doug Scheelk
A.B.O. Certified Optician

Website:
www.WestPlaza.org
Facebook:
West Plaza Neighborhood Association-Discussion Group
West Plaza Watch

Printing of the newsletter for the 1,100 residences
in our neighborhood is generously provided by
Print Tekk, a West Plaza neighborhood business
and member of the WPNA.
West Plaza Neighborhood Association Newsletter
Edited by Julie A. Tenenbaum
Address: 4401 Genessee, Kansas City, MO 64111
Phone: 816-931-2276 Email: jatkc@aol.com
Submit suggestions for newsletter articles to Julie at her
email address. You must include your name and your
contact information for your suggestion to be considered.
Articles may be edited for length, accuracy, and grammar.
Display advertising rates for members:
Business card
Quarter page

$25
$35

Half page
Full page

$50
$100

Display advertising rates for non-members: Add $20.

Email:
wpnakc@gmail.com
U.S. Mail:
P. O. Box 32826
Kansas City, MO 64171-7826

FINAL DRAFT
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
Editing ∙ Proofreading ∙ Typing
Student ∙ Business ∙ Personal

(816) 931-2276

www.Finaldraftsecretarialservice.com
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2013 WPNA Business Members
* New Member this Month

Please support the businesses that support your neighborhood.
A $25 Business Membership includes your name and contact information in each WPNA newsletter,
which is sent as a pdf to a 300-name email list and hand-delivered six times per year to 1,100 homes
in the West Plaza neighborhood.
AAA BUYS HOUSES
913-832-5105

HOTEL SORELLA COUNTRY CLUB PLAZA
816-480-4444

ACT II
1417 W. 47th St.
816-531-7572

JENNINGS TREE & LAWN CARE
4504 State Line Road
816-931-3399

ATLAS GLASS
913-735-6116
Damon@atlasglasskc.com

KANSAS CITY CHIROPRACTIC
4510 Belleview
816-753-4600
Kansascitychiropractic.com

PLATINUM REALTY/KAREN RAMOS
816-853-4506

*KANSAS CITY SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
816-808-2556

POLSINELLI SHUGHART PC
700 W. 47th Street
816-753-1000

KATHE KAUL ESTATE SALES
816-960-1947

PRINT TEKK
PRINTING & MAILING
4312 Terrace
816-931-4122

AUTOBAHN MOTORS
1111 Westport Road
alex@autobahn-usa.com
BANGS SALON
1115 W. 47th St.
816-756-1422
bangskc@sbcglobal.net
BEFORE & AFTER BRICK RESTORATION
www.brickproblems.com
816-924-4966

KC HOME TEAM
Sherri Connolly-Hansen
816-223-4619
www.KCHomeTeam.com

BOOTLACE DESIGN & BUILD
4807 Mercier
816-935-7916

KIRK: A SALON
1719 Westport Road
816-785-8020

BOOZEFISH WINE BAR
1511 Westport Road
816-561-5995
www.boozefish.com

KURT AARONS, DDS
4411 Belleview Ave.
816-531-2070

BROOKFIELD’S GREAT WATER
2500 West Pennway
913-648-1234
CARLA A. KING, D.D.S.
315 Nichols Road, Suite 217
816-931-0074
Carla5626@gmail.com
CATHY’S CLIP & CURL SALON
4301 Wyoming St.
816-561-2331
CORRELL REAL ESTATE CO.
816-753-3418
DANIE DUNN DESIGN
1801 Westport Road
816-561-7771
DRAW ARCHITECTURE + URBAN DESIGN
4800 Mercier
816-561-8970
EYE CARE OPTICAL
816-753-2020
4233 Roanoke Road
www.eyecare-optical.com
FINAL DRAFT SECRETARIAL SERVICE
4401 Genessee St.
816-931-2276
www.Finaldraftsecretarialservice.com
GARY JENKINS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
816-931-3535
HAIR STYLE
4500 Bell St.
816-531-4545

LADNER ASSOCIATES, CPA
4808 Belleview Ave.
816-561-7580
LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES W. GOTSCHALL
4700 Belleview, Ste. 215
816-561-2300
www.lawyers-kc.com
LAW OFFICES OF KRIGEL & KRIGEL
4550 Belleview
816-285-6012
Krigelandkrigel.com
LEGALSHIELD
Caldwell Independent Associates
Caldwell53@legalshield.com
816-914-5719
LIAM PORTER STATE FARM INSURANCE
(816) 753-4334
www.sfplazaagent.com
LOTUS SKIN CARE STUDIO
3900 Pennsylvania
816-561-0555
MARSH’S SUNFRESH MARKET
4001 Mill St.
816-931-1639
MIKE KELLY’S WESTSIDER
1515 Westport Road
816-931-9417
MONTANARI FINE ART JEWELERS
4810 Belleview Ave.
816-531-0750
www.montanarijewelers.com

OLEANDER AESTHETICS
1703 W. 45th Street
816-974-3338
www/oleanderaesthetics.com
ORGANIZE ME
816-529-6901
www.organizemeinkc.com

SCOTT BURNETT
Jackson County Legislator
Burnett.scott@gmail.com
SHANNON BASHAM, BA, E-RYT
www.shanyogakc.com
shanyogakc@gmail.com
816-810-3623
SHEEHAN’S IRISH IMPORTS
1412 Westport Road
816-561-4480
www.sheehanirish.com
SHELTON TRAVEL SERVICE
4800 Belleview Ave.
816-753-4888
www.sheltontravel.com
STEPHANIE HENRY PIANO STUDIO
816-753-4039
shenry24@kc.rr.com
STEVEN C. MINGOS DDS & ASSOC
4746 Belleview Ave.
816-531-8740
www.drmingos.com
SUNSHINE FLOWERS
4509 Rainbow Blvd.
913-384-5034
TWIN CITY TAVERN
1815 Westport Road
816-531-2141
www.twincitytavern.com
VALLEY VIEW BANK
4550 Belleview Ave.
913-381-3311
VAN TRUST REAL ESTATE
4900 Main Street
816-480-4444
WOLFE’S CAMERA SHOPS
786-235-1386
www.wolfes.com
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West Plaza Neighborhood Association Survey
The West Plaza Neighborhood Association Board would like to evaluate how well the Association is
serving the residents of West Plaza. To that end, we are asking all residents and business owners in
the West Plaza, whether you are a member of the WPNA or not, to use this survey to provide feedback about your satisfaction with WPNA services, quality of life in the neighborhood, community issues, communication, and other information. The results of the survey will help us know what steps to
take to improve the services we offer and better understand the community’s interests, concerns, and
needs. If you have comments on a topic that is not covered in the survey, please feel free to add it in
the Additional Comments section.
Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. Please return it by Tuesday, November 19 to
Greg Madden, c/o WPNA, P.O. Box 32826, Kansas City, MO 64171-7826, or bring it with you to the
general meeting that evening.

1. What is your age?  0 to 20  21 to 40  41 to 60  61 to 80  81+
2. Do you own, rent, or lease your home?
 Rent/Lease
 Own
3. Are you a member of the West Plaza Neighborhood Association?  Yes
 No
4. How many children age 17 or younger live in your household?
5. What would you like the West Plaza Neighborhood Association to do for you or the
neighborhood that it is not currently doing?

6. If you are not currently a member of the WPNA, would you consider joining if you received
discounts from local businesses for being a member of the WPNA?  Yes
 No
7. Are the bi-monthly newsletters and meetings beneficial to you?  Yes
 No
Would you like information on topics that are not currently being covered? If so, which topics?

8. Would organized neighborhood social events interest you (coffee social, block party, etc.)?
 Yes
 No
9. Would you be interested in participating in a Neighborhood League (kickball, dodge ball,
softball or flag football)?
 Yes
 No
If yes, which one?
10. Would you be willing to be a volunteer for the WPNA?
If yes, for what activities/programs/services?

 Yes

 No

11. Do you want to learn more about the Neighborhood Association?  Yes
If yes, what is the best way to contact you (e-mail, phone call or other)?
Contact Preference and Info:

 No

Additional Comments:

Name and contact information (optional):

