WEST PLAZA
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Mark Your Calendar þ
Upcoming General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, September 18, 2012, 7-8 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1700 Westport Road
Guest Speaker: Brad McCormack
Voters in Kansas City recently passed Questions 1 and 2, two initiatives with far-reaching
effects (see article on page 3). Brad McCormack, WPNA board member, will explain the
details of these changes and answer our questions about them.
A raffle for a gift certificate to Boozefish Wine
Bar, one of our loyal and supportive business
members, will end the evening. ■

There’s a New Blog in Town:
MidtownKCPost.com
by Mary Jo Draper
Editor’s Note: I’m proud to be the editor of the
WPNA newsletter, but I’ve always been aware
of its limitation: We publish every other month,
which leaves a huge time gap between issues.
Now, I am happy to report, there’s a new blog in
town, and it’s all about Midtown. In fact, its format is called “hyperlocal.” I’m excited about it
because it brings local news to the neighborhoods every weekday. Here’s how the editor,
Mary Jo Draper, describes the blog.
The Midtown KC Post is an online news site
and community building tool. One way to think
about the Post is that it’s like a big neighborhood newsletter. We’re looking for stories about
issues, people, and events that are important to
folks who live in Midtown. But we also want to
encourage people to get more involved and active in their community, and we want to partner
with other organizations to help that happen.

Fall Cleanup Scheduled for
Saturday, October 20
The semi-annual West Plaza cleanup, one of
the most popular activities the WPNA sponsors,
will be held on Saturday, October 20. This is
your opportunity to clean out your house and
yard and deposit the refuse in dumpsters provided by the city and the West Plaza Neighborhood Association. The event begins at 8 a.m.
and runs until the dumpsters are full. Like the
weather, the ending time is unpredictable; it
could be mid-morning, or it could be noon, depending on how many people show up and
when.
The dumpsters – one for yard waste and one
for household trash – will be parked on Wyoming, just south of 47th Street and east of
Westwood Park. It is free to all residents of the
neighborhood, whether or not you are a member of WPNA. It is staffed by volunteers who
use their time, energy, and strong backs to help
people get their debris from their car or truck
into the dumpsters.
One of the most interesting elements of the
event is the Curb Collectibles. If something is
deemed to be too good for the landfill, we display it on the curb and entice others to take it
home. We’ve had some excellent synchronicities — the best being the Vornado that was
missing its stand that was taken by a neighbor
who had a stand that was missing its Vornado!
The Rules. You must be a resident of the West
Plaza to participate. Yard waste can be brought
loose, but if it is in bags, they must be paper.
We reserve the right to limit quantities. No hazardous waste, paint, computer equipment, electronics, or tires. No commercial ventures. In
consideration of the volunteers, please do not
arrive early or leave items outside the bins. ■
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MidtownKCPost.com

Continued from p. 1

As we get started, we’re building relationships
with people who are already reporting on community issues so that more people can be aware of
what is going on across neighborhoods. In the
future, expect us to convene community conversations both online and face-to-face, where we
can meet as neighbors and discuss important
topics.
Right now the Midtown KC Post is strictly a volunteer effort. Mary Jo Draper, former president of
Valentine and the editor of its newsletter, writes
daily news posts. Julie Tenenbaum of West Plaza
is volunteering as our proofreader, and Mark Dillion, editor of the Hyde Parker, is sharing the wellresearched stories he prepares each month.
Other folks are contributing reports from various
neighborhood newsletters as well. We hope to
sell advertising and find other sources of revenue
in the future so we can keep building momentum.
We’re affiliated with the Prairie Village Post,
which has successful covered Prairie Village, KS
for the past several years.
For local news that’s relevant to you and your
neighborhood, visit MidtownKCPost.com every
weekday. ■

Father Glenn Mueller Leaves
Guardian Angels Parish
by Harold Scott
After fifteen years of service at Guardian Angels
Catholic Church, Father Glenn Mueller has been
reassigned to St. Charles Borromeo Church in
Grand Coteau, Louisiana.
Father Glenn leaves a legacy of inclusion and
acceptance of others during his years in the midtown area. He always started his masses by welcoming visitors who were attending the service. In
a recent interview, Father Glenn was asked about
the high points of his time at Guardian Angels. He
stated, "The high point has been the warmth and
friendliness of the people toward me and each
other. I've been so impressed with the way everyone reaches out and goes out of their way to help
one other with big and small needs. You have
taught me so much about acceptance and caring.
This has been a help to change and become
warmer and a more welcoming person."
Father Glenn will be missed by the parishioners in
the West Plaza community. ■

Neighborhood Watch
by John Toms
In case you have not noticed, volunteers are in
the process of installing new Neighborhood
Watch signs around West Plaza that warn, “We
report suspicious activity. We call 9-1-1.” In the
past few weeks, Joe Montanari, Steven Dirks,
and Joe Padilla braved the soaring temperatures to take down old, rusty crime watch signs
and post shiny new ones.
A Neighborhood Watch program works through
the mutual aid of neighbors watching out for
each other. If your neighbors know who you
are, what type of car you drive, and who is normally at your residence, they can call 9-1-1
when appropriate to report suspicious activity. A
patrol officer driving by your home might not
recognize someone at your front door as a
stranger. An alert neighbor can.
Neighborhood Watch does not promote vigilantism; it recommends only that you become the
"eyes and ears" of your block. Members of
Neighborhood Watch groups are never asked to
put themselves in harm’s way to prevent crime.
They observe and report suspicious activities to
the Police Department by calling 9-1-1. This
leaves the responsibility for confronting and apprehending criminals with your Kansas City police officers.
If you have a "nosy neighbor," you should take
them a treat ever so often and thank them for
watching out for you and the block. And you can
return the favor by becoming a nosy neighbor
yourself and watching out for them, as well.
The Neighborhood Watch program can be the
most effective crime prevention program there
is. If you want to learn more, call Master Patrol
Officer Jim Schriever, Central Patrol Division,
816-719-8350. ■

Fabrication of sleep apnea appliances
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Questions 1 and 2
and What They Mean to You

Curbside Glass Recycling

by Brad McCormack

Midtown is one of the
locations where Damon
(“Dam”) Wittenborn
sees a new business
opportunity for glass
recycling. While the city
picks up recycling at the curb, it doesn’t take
glass. Ripple Glass has collection bins where
residents can drop off glass. Now Wittenborn is
proposing to fill in the gap by offering curbside
glass pickup directly to homeowners. His new
company, Atlas Glass, has been taking subscriptions for curbside pickup for just over a
month.

On Tuesday, August 7, Kansas City voters approved Questions 1 and 2 by overwhelming numbers. So what does that mean to you as a citizen
of Kansas City?
Question 1 will set into motion many moving parts
to redesign and increase the funding to the KC
Parks Department. First, the $12.50 vehicle tax
that all KCMO residents previously paid is now
gone, so any KCMO resident who re-tags their
car in August will see a reduced charge. That
specific tax was used to fund community centers
throughout the city. These centers will now be
funded through the Parks Department. Also gone
are three separate property taxes that KCMO
residents paid, so when property tax bills come
out, they will reflect a reduction as well.
The funding that is lost from those four taxes will
now be replaced by a city-wide ½ percent sales
tax. The purpose of this tax is two-fold: (1) It will
increase the amount of money going to the Parks
Department, and (2) It will spread the financial
burden to everyone who enjoys Kansas City
parks, not just KCMO residents. This new sales
tax will ensure that residents of other Missouri
cities and all the Kansas suburbs will now help
KCMO residents fund our beautiful parks. It will
also create money that will be specifically used to
improve Kansas City street maintenance. KCMO
residents can expect in the future to see more
work on our streets, as well as an increase in
money to all of our parks.
KCMO faces a $2 billion cost to improve and repair our antiquated sewer system. Question 2 will
allow the city to assist in the cost of the sewer
maintenance repair that the city is currently undertaking by fronting the first $500 million in fees.
This will help residents with the eventual increase
in sewer fees. While it is unfortunate this will not
cover all of the increase (meaning our water bills
will go up), it will mitigate the increase. It will prevent the average sewer bill from jumping from
$20 in 2012 to a possible $80 in 2013. ■

14th Annual Dance in the Park
Roanoke Park
September 8, 2012, 7:00 p.m.

Reprinted from MidtownKCPost.com

Pickup every other week costs $60 for a sixmonth subscription or $110 for a year-long subscription. Weekly pickup is $120 for six months
or $220 for a year. Wittenborn collects glass the
same day as homeowners’ normal trash pickup.
At present, he’s offering his service in northeast
Johnson County, Brookside, and Waldo, as well
as Midtown. “Currently we are a one-man operation with high hopes of being a job creator in
the near future,” he said. “Our top priority is to
keep glass out of our landfills by making glass
recycling as convenient and easy as possible.”
Atlas delivers the glass it collects to Ripple
Glass — at no charge to them, Damon says.
“It’s our way of saying thank you to Ripple for
creating jobs and helping us all to take a step
towards a more sustainable future,” he said. For
more information, visit http://atlasglasskc.com/
or email Damon at damon@atlasglasskc.com ■

Stroke Warning Signs
· Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm
or leg, especially on one side of the body
· Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding
· Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
· Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance
or coordination
· Sudden, severe headache with no known cause.
If you or someone with you has one or more of
these signs, don’t delay. Call 9-1-1 immediately. If
given within three hours of the start of symptoms, a
clot-busting drug can reduce long-term disability for
the most common type of stroke. ■

West Plaza Neighborhood Association Newsletter ■ September-October 2012 ■ Page 4

Looking Back:
And a Look Forward
by Joe Montanari

Ordinarily, I write about the past, but this time, I
want to take a look at the future. When I first
moved to the neighborhood in 1972, nobody
called it “West Plaza.” It was just another sleepy
little blue-collar neighborhood with a high percentage of elderly residents. It was quiet, peaceful,
and boring, but we liked it because it was close to
the Plaza and Westport and had easy access to
the interstates. In short, it was a comfortable, convenient place to live.
But West Plaza has evolved a lot since then. It
started back in the 70s, when Art and June Dimsdle bought up the old commercial storefronts on
45th Street and turned them into the State Line
Antique District, effectively stopping further erosion by turning a blighted area into a successful
business district. Since those days, many of our
historic older homes have been lovingly restored,
and new homes have sprung up in their midst.
The real estate bust of 2008 may have slowed
things down, but it did not stop the continued trend
toward improvement. Even in this tight mortgage
market, real estate values have stabilized and are
now on the upswing. In 2012, West Plaza is a vibrant neighborhood with a strong sense of community identity. These days, neighbors say, “I live
in the West Plaza,” and they say it with pride.
Recent developments suggest even better times
are yet to come. It is hard not to notice a number
of good things happening right now in and near
West Plaza, all of which bode well for the
neighborhood’s future. On our eastern border, the
Plaza Vista buildings are approaching completion
at a rapid pace, soon to be the home of the Polsinelli-Shughart law firm and the very posh Hotel
Sorella. At Roanoke Parkway and 47th, we see
the old buff brick apartment buildings undergoing
a complete transformation, with handsome new
exterior detail, entirely new interiors, and extensive landscaping of the grounds surrounding
them, as well as off-street parking.
Our venerable old Swinney School will soon be
remodeled into professional offices for doctors
and dentists. This will include landscaping and a
historic restoration of the building’s interior and
exterior. Just beyond our borders to the west, KU
Medical Center has received National Cancer

Institute status, leading to a major expansion
along the Rainbow Boulevard corridor. Already,
we see a lot of new construction activity in the
3900 block and heading south. Just last month,
Google Fiber announced that it would soon be
offering high speed internet access in West
Plaza and other midtown neighborhoods for the
very first time in the country, and they have
opened a temporary headquarters at Westport
and State Line.
Beside improving the visual appearance of the
neighborhood, each of these projects represents
a substantial boost to our West Plaza economy,
because, most importantly, they bring good jobs
to the immediate area. The combined economic
benefit of these payroll-producing entities locating in or near West Plaza cannot be overstated.
Never before have this many positive developments occurred at one time.
None of this is accidental, due merely to blind
luck. West Plaza’s steady march forward has
been impelled by a powerful force: the spirit of a
unified community of dedicated neighbors determined to make our neighborhood a little better,
day by day. Thank you, neighbors. I’ve always
felt that West Plaza is a great place to live, and I
know that the best is yet to come. ■

Got Drugs?
National Prescription
Drug Take-Back Day
Saturday, September 29, 2012
~ No Questions Asked ~
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MainCor Parking Lot
3215 Main Street
(east side of Main)
Presented by
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
in Partnership with
KCPD Central Patrol Division
and
The Main Street Corridor Development Corporation
Main Street Community Improvement District
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Garden Report:
The Effects of the Drought
by Ed O’Donnell
In a past article about our garden (located in the
traffic median bounded by Jarboe, Roanoke Parkway, and 46th Street) I mentioned that a “brutal
winter has led to a beautiful spring.” But unfortunately, this brutal summer is going to lead to a
boring autumn. Residents who have either visited
or read about the garden know that it is a mix of
natives and cultivars, perennials and annuals.
Also, every year I try to do something unique. For
example, this year was (supposed to be) the year
of the Three Sisters (corn, pole beans, and
squash all grown together).
It’s obvious that the drought has had an effect on
all of the above plants. Although I was trying to
keep the Three Sisters watered (since I thought
the perennials could hold their own), by July 15th
I realized that I needed to concentrate my efforts
on keeping the Tulip and Gray Man’s Beard trees
alive. They were both showing signs of stress:
dropping leaves and no signs of new growth. The
two-to-three times a week watering has helped

the trees. Alas, the corn is crispy, only one of
the squash vines is still alive, and all of the
beans have died. A lot of the “drought tolerant”
natives have gone dormant (be back next
year?); the cultivars, like the iris that Joe Padilla
donated, and the daisies that Sharon Pendleton
planted, are much stressed.
The good news is that the trees will survive
(there’s new growth and no more lost leaves),
at least one of the native liatris is in bloom, and
some of the sunflowers are still providing food
for goldfinches.
But, as I mentioned earlier, I think this autumn
will be boring, since there will be little color from
the trees, Asters, Indian Physic, and native
grasses. Since I have already started removing
dead plant material, the Fall Garden Cleanup
(scheduled for Saturday, November 17, 9:00
a.m.) may go fast! ■

Garden Volunteer Reminder
Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. we meet at the West
Plaza Garden to make it look the best it can. Come on
down and dig in the dirt! The Garden is located at the
junction of Roanoke Parkway, 46th Street, and Jarboe.
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Feral Cat Issues?
Contact Sharon Martin
816-931-1194
Feral_WPNA@kc.rr.com
- A New WPNA Program -

Join Your Neighbors in the WPNA!
Please fill out the information below and return along with your check to:
West Plaza Neighborhood Association ▪ P.O. Box 32826 ▪ Kansas City, MO 64171-7826
www.westplaza.org ▪ Facebook: West Plaza Neighborhood Association
Check One: New [ ] Renewal [ ]
Household ($12) [ ] Senior ($7) [ ] Business ($25) [ ]
+ Donation _______

= TOTAL ________

I would like to help the neighborhood with:
Name _____________________________________
Address

_____________________________

Picnic [ ]
Yard Sale [ ]

Property Maintenance/Zoning [ ]
Neighborhood Clean-up [ ]

Crime Prevention [ ] Meeting Refreshments [ ]
Zip ____________ Phone

________________

Newsletter Distribution [ ]

Gardening [ ]

e-mail ____________________________________
Business Member Contact Name:
____________________________

__________

[September-October 2012]
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2012 WPNA Calendar
General Membership Meetings (7-8 p.m.)
Location: Immanuel Lutheran Church
1700 Westport Road (use the north-most door on
the west side of the church)

WPNA general membership meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of odd-numbered months.
September 18

November 20

Dance in the Park: Saturday, September 8
Fall Cleanup: Sat., October 20, Westwood Park
West Plaza Garden Cleanup: Sat., Nov. 17, 9-12
West Plaza Garden General Maintenance: Every
Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
Nothing is going to happen, it’s not.”
— Dr. Seuss

Offer expires October 31, 2012

4233 Roanoke Road
(816) 753-2020
www.eyecare-optical.com
Doug Scheelk
A.B.O. Certified Optician

Contact the WPNA
Website:
www.WestPlaza.org
Facebook:

Printing of the newsletter for the 1,100 residences
in our neighborhood is generously provided by
Print Tekk, a West Plaza neighborhood business
and member of the WPNA. They also offer FREE
copies from paper originals (within reason) for
current members of the West Plaza Neighborhood Association.
West Plaza Neighborhood Association Newsletter
Edited by Julie A. Tenenbaum
Address: 4401 Genessee, Kansas City, MO 64111
Phone: 816-931-2276 Email: jatkc@aol.com
Submit suggestions for newsletter articles to Julie at her
email address. You must include your name and your
contact information for your suggestion to be considered.
Articles may be edited for length, accuracy, and grammar.
Display advertising rates for members:
Business card
Quarter page

$25
$35

Half page
Full page

$50
$100

Display advertising rates for non-members: Add $20.

West Plaza Neighborhood Association-Discussion Group
West Plaza Watch

Email:
wpnakc@gmail.com
U.S. Mail:
P. O. Box 32826
Kansas City, MO 64171-7826

FINAL DRAFT
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
Editing ∙ Proofreading ∙ Typing
Student ∙ Business ∙ Personal

(816) 931-2276
www.Foragoodtype.com
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2012 WPNA Business Members
Please support the businesses that support your neighborhood.
A $25 Business Membership includes your name and contact information in each WPNA newsletter.
* New member this month

ACT II
1417 W. 47th St.
816-531-7572
AMERICAN BEAUTY
4436 State Line Road
913-236-0008
www.AmericanBeautyKC.com
*BOOTLACE DESIGN & BUILD
816-935-7916
BOOZEFISH WINE BAR
1511 Westport Road
816-561-5995
www.boozefish.com
BROOKFIELD’S GREAT WATER
2500 West Pennway
913-648-1234
CARLA A. KING, D.D.S.
315 Nichols Road, Suite 217
816-931-0074
Carla5626@gmail.com
CATHY’S CLIP & CURL SALON
4301 Wyoming St.
816-561-2331
CHOP TOPS
611 West 39th Street
816-753-2467
Choptops.biz
DOGS’ WORLD OF FUN
1220 W. 31st St.
816-931-5822
www.dogsworldoffun.com
DOWNBEAT COFFEE
4706 Holly
816-533-5446
downbeatkc@gmail.com

FINAL DRAFT
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
4401 Genessee St.
816-931-2276
www.Finaldraftsecretarialservice.com
GARY JENKINS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
816-868-3565
HAIR STYLE
4500 Bell St.
816-531-4545
JAMES HOFFMAN
Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation
4400 Roanoke Parkway
913-486-2630
JENNINGS TREE & LAWN CARE
4504 State Line Road
816-931-3399
JOHNNIE JO’S PIZZERIA
1209 W. 47th St.
816-401-4483
KATHE KAUL ESTATE SALES
816-960-1947
KURT AARONS, DDS
4411 Belleview Ave.
816-531-2070
LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES W. GOTSCHALL
4700 Belleview, Ste. 215
816-561-2300
www.lawyers-kc.com
LOTUS SKIN CARE
4300 Bell Street, Ste. 204
816-561-0555

POLSINELLI SHUGHART PC
700 W. 47th Street
816-753-1000
PRINT TEKK
PRINTING & MAILING
4312 Terrace
816-931-4122
RAINBOW THRIFT & MORE
4501 Rainbow Blvd.
913-432-5561
SANTA FE INVESTMENTS, LLC
4739 Belleview Ave.
753-2600
SCANDINAVIAN CO-OP LLC
4027 N. Main
913-206-1738
SCOTT BURNETT
Jackson County Legislator
Burnett.scott@gmail.com
SHANNON BASHAM
Registered Yoga Alliance Teacher
WITS Certified Personal Trainer
AHA Certified CPR Trainer
816-810-3623
SHELTON TRAVEL SERVICE
4800 Belleview Ave.
816-753-4888
www.sheltontravel.com
*SOIGNE PROPERTIES
662-380-3595
Soigné.managebuilding.com

MARSH’S SUNFRESH MARKET
4001 Mill St.
816-931-1639

STEVEN C. MINGOS DDS & ASSOC
4746 Belleview Ave.
816-531-8740
www.drmingos.com

MIKE SHARP
Jackson County Sheriff
sheriffsharp@gmail.com

SUNSHINE FLOWERS
4509 Rainbow Blvd.
913-384-5034

DRESSQUEST
1807 West 45th St.
816-361-4696
DressQuest.com

MONTANARI FINE ART JEWELERS
4810 Belleview Ave.
816-531-0750
www.montanarijewelers.com

VALLEY VIEW BANK
4550 Belleview Ave.
913-381-3311

EDDIE DELAHUNT’S CAFÉ &
4448 Bell St.
816-753-3322

ORGANIZE ME
816-529-6901
www.organizemeinkc.com

*WOLFE’S CAMERA SHOPS
786-235-1386
www.wolfes.com

EYE CARE OPTICAL
816-753-2020
4233 Roanoke Road
www.eyecare-optical.com

PINTAIL REAL ESTATE SERVICES
816-457-4649
www.PintailRealEstateServices.com

YOUR BUSINESS NAME HERE
Support the West Plaza
Neighborhood Association
and let us help support you!

DR. COMPUTER
4706 1/2 Holly
816-226-8991
drpckc@gmail.com

