WEST PLAZA
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Mark Your Calendar ý
Upcoming General Meeting
Tuesday, November 17, 7-8 p.m.
Swinney Dual Language Elementary School
1106 West 47th Street
P Guest Speaker: TBA
P Nominations for 2010 Officers & Board
P Renew your membership for 2010
P Drawing for $25 Gift Card
At this important meeting, we will be taking
nominations for the 2010 officers and board
members of the WPNA. If you would like to
become more involved in the workings of your
neighborhood, consider joining the board. What
does the board do? Read the following article.
As of this printing, our speaker has yet to be
determined. Please check the website,
westplaza.org, for updates.
Bring your checkbook to the meeting to renew
your membership for the coming year. And bring
your good luck charm for the door prize drawing!

Top 10 Reasons for Being (or
Becoming) a Member of the West
Plaza Neighborhood Association:
What the WPNA does for West Plaza
by Kevin Pinkowski
It’s time to renew your membership in the West
Plaza Neighborhood Association for 2010. To
remind you why you might want to maintain your
membership – or become a member if you are
not one already – we put together a Top Ten list
for you.

Œ WPNA Clean-Up. Twice a year, two
dumpsters are placed along Wyoming next to
Westwood Park for the exclusive use of West
Plaza residents. One is for yard waste, and one
for large, bulky items, neither of which is easily
disposed of in KCMO. Judging by the
overwhelming participation, residents really value
this service. The WPNA, in cooperation with the
city, pays for the receptacles and provides
volunteers to staff these “dumpster events.”
• General Meetings. Six times a year, the
WPNA hosts a general meeting, held at Swinney
School. We have guest speakers about pertinent
topics, city officials and police staff, door prizes,
and updates on topics that are important to
residents. The WPNA board members plan,
publicize, coordinate, and lead the meetings.
Ž Bi-monthly Newsletters. Every other month,
the WPNA board members provide a newsletter
to inform neighbors of activities, disseminate
safety information, and in general, keep
neighbors connected to neighbors. It takes no
small effort to plan and write the articles, edit and
format the newsletter, email an electronic version
to members, have it printed (free of charge
thanks to Print Tekk, our neighborhood printer),
and distribute copies to the entire West Plaza. It
takes a significant amount of time and
coordination on the part of board members and a
group of great volunteers who bring each issue
straight to your door.
• Important Municipal Topics. The WPNA
board keeps an ear to the ground, paying
attention to what’s going on in our city. If we hear
about events, initiatives, or programs that affect
our neighborhood, we do our best to inform you,
the residents, in order to maintain the quality of
our neighborhood.
(Continued on p. 2)
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• West Plaza Garden. The piece of land
bounded by 46th Street, Jarboe, and Roanoke is
an amenity born completely from volunteer time
and community donations. In one short year, it
was transformed from a barren scrap of ground
covered with leaves, trash, and scrub brush, to a
beautiful garden, overflowing with wildflowers and
butterflies. It’s presently resting for the winter, but
next spring, go check it out - it's fantastic!
‘ Banners & Signs. You may have noticed that
we have bright blue banners on utility poles
along 43rd Street, 45th Street, and 47th Street,
and blue and white wooden West Plaza signs
around the perimeter of our neighborhood. The
WPNA initiated the effort to create and install
these visual reminders that welcome visitors and
let them know we take pride in our neighborhood.
’ West Plaza Website. Thanks to Matt Nugent,
our webmaster, we now have a web presence
(westplaza.org) through which we can stay in
touch with each other and make ourselves known
to others.
“ Annual Neighborhood Picnic. Every spring,
on the day of the neighborhood clean-up, the
WPNA hosts a picnic in the Westwood Park
pavilion. There's food, a pinata, games, prizes,
music, and entertainment. The WPNA solicits
donations, plans, organizes, and coordinates this
event to promote neighborly relations and
association membership.
” Garage Sale Ads. Every year, we advertise a
Saturday during the summer when anyone
interested in hosting a garage sale can take
advantage of WPNA-funded ads in the
newspaper and on the web.
• PIAC Requests. The WPNA submits requests
to the Public Improvements Advisory Council to
fund neighborhood improvements each year. We
are currently taking project suggestions (go to
www.kcmo.org for more information). As an
organization, we take the time to organize,
compose, and submit the requests for you.
« And finally, as Wilford Brimley used to say, "It's
just the right thing to do!" For the amazingly low
annual price of $12 for households and $25 for
businesses, you can support the organization that
supports your neighborhood! n
Complete and mail the application form on page 6 with
a check to join or to renew your membership.

Safety during the Holidays
The holidays are a time when thieves are
frequently on the prowl. Here are some tips to
help keep your home, your car, your possessions,
and your family safe.
Keeping Your Home Safe
We all want our homes to reflect the joy of the
season, but avoid displaying gifts where they
can be seen from a window or doorway.
Arrange to have packages delivered to a
neighbor if you're not home to receive them.
Packages left on porches or doorsteps are
"easy picking" for thieves. It also draws
unwanted attention to your home.
Use simple outside decorations. Elaborate or
large pieces are often stolen right off the lawn.
Be sure not to obscure the view from your
windows. Keep a clear view of your property.
Always lock your home's doors and windows,
even if you're only gone for a few minutes.
Compact or dispose of packaging discreetly.
Often criminals will spot something you've
discarded and can target you for their next
burglary or theft.
When leaving town, have a trusted friend or
neighbor take care of your home. Never cancel
general deliveries such as mail, newspapers,
and other services when leaving town or going
on vacation.
Staying Safe While Shopping
Always lock your car and close the windows,
even if you're only gone a few moments. When
possible, lock all merchandise or packages in
the trunk of your car. Do this before departing,
not at your destination. Someone may be
watching and waiting for you to leave your car.
Shop with at least one partner. Have your car
or house key in your hand as you approach the
door. If attacked, use those keys as weapons.
Stay alert to your surroundings and the people
around you. Look inside your car and around it
as you approach.
Carry your purse under your arm and your
wallet in an inside pocket. Avoid carrying large
amounts of cash. n
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Garden Report: Getting Ready for
Winter
by Ed O’Donnell, Gardener-in-Chief
As the growing season draws to a close (it will be
well over by the time you read this), I’m looking
back on the West Plaza garden’s first summer.
My main goal for this first season was to make
the garden look good quickly with annuals, and
later to plant the perennials that will keep it low
maintenance and beautiful in years to come.
Well, I succeeded with the quick beauty, I believe.
The vegetation was lush. And huge. By late
August you may have noticed that the cosmos
were between 5 and 7 feet tall, and they blocked
the view of the other garden inhabitants. Since
the sunflowers were even taller, at least you
could see them; it was the rest of the garden that
was hidden. Neighbors who explored the path
were either captivated by the walls of green and
orange or intimidated by the feeling of enclosure.
On September 30, Sharon Pendleton and I
removed about 75 percent of the cosmos and
most of the sunflowers, leaving the remainder as
food for the birds – the seed heads were not quite
empty. We generated 12 bags of debris that
KCMO Parks and Recreation promptly removed
(thank you very much!). The following Saturday,
Sharon, her son Dave, and I returned to remove
the rest of the cosmos and planted blackberry lily,
fall glade onion, Indian Physic, and a few other
perennials. We also added more mulch in the
bare spots. Earlier in the week Sharon had
planted prairie dropseed, a perennial native
grass, along Roanoke and Jarboe.
One of the annuals that will be returning next year
will be parsley. Though this wasn’t such a great
year for butterflies, I did see one caterpillar
munching on some parsley (which was the
reason it was planted), along with a sphinx moth
and various butterflies on the butterfly bushes
and zinnias. Both the goldfinches and the
squirrels enjoyed the sunflowers’ seeds. One
sight I will never forget: when Sharon and I were
removing the cosmos and two praying mantises
hopped onto her back. I figured they were
“begging mantises,” since they were no doubt
begging us to stop destroying their hunting
grounds. Though they were upset, I feel the area

is clearly more beneficial to both nature and the
West Plaza than it was at this time last year.
Joe Montanari has agreed to take on the design/
build task of the proposed monument and sign at
the north end of the garden. The plan and
paperwork for the coming year has been
submitted, approved, and filed. You can see the
design on our website, westplaza.org.
We will have another garden clean-up day in
November or early December; watch the website
or contact me (816-531-4692) if you would like to
be part of the crew. n

Good Neighbor Awards
by Craig Cotton
On October 10, the City of Kansas City held its
third annual Good Neighbor Awards ceremony.
These awards recognize city residents who have
provided a substantial service to the community
in different neighborhoods. We may be too late
for this year’s city awards, but I want to nominate
Joe Montanari and Ed O' Donnell for our own
West Plaza Good Neighbor awards for their hard
work on the West Plaza Garden at 46th and
Roanoke Parkway.
Months ago, I saw Joe pulling up to the
triangular-shaped island in his vintage pickup with
a load of rocks brought from a friend's farm for
the walkway that he designed and built. It was
just the first of many trips he made over
numerous weekends. Sometimes I helped
unload; sometimes others did. Joe was always
there, leading the way, setting the example. Each
stone was arranged artistically (Joe is a jewelry
designer). If a stone did not belong, it was
discarded. Before you knew it, we had a pathway
across the island and a large stone where
someone could rest while waiting for the bus.
Ed O'Donnell used his skill as a draftsman to
create the layout for the pathway and plantings.
Working with a modest budget, he and Sharon
Pendleton produced a garden of dramatic
proportions in an initial season. Some people
provided water. Joe Padilla planted a tree and
many bulbs and flowers. But on most Saturdays
and some Sundays it was Ed, somewhere on our
island, hands on the ground, feet in the mud,
turning a plan into a reality.
Thank you, Ed and Joe! n
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The Battle of Westport, Part 2

FOCUS Progress Report

by Joe Montanari

by Matt Nugent

Continued from the September-October issue

In the fall of 1999, West Plaza residents met with
members of the City Planning and Development
Department as part of the city’s FOCUS Kansas
City program, whose goal was to solicit feedback
and ideas from community members and get
them involved in improving their neighborhoods.
Much has changed in the ten years since the
FOCUS meeting, making it a good time to see
what has been accomplished and what remains
to be done.

…The Union generals were puzzled. How could
they take the ridge?
That is when an old German farmer named
George Thoman showed up at the hotel and
asked to speak to General Curtis. It seems that
the Confederates had stopped by his farm,
located near the present day Forest Hill
Cemetery, and had taken all his horses. At first,
Thoman accepted the loss of his horses with
resignation. But among the horses was a
pregnant mare. Thoman asked the Confederate
soldiers not to take the mare, as she was ready to
deliver her foal, but they ignored him and took the
horse anyway.
This riled Thoman enough that he walked all the
way to Westport and advised the Union command
that there was a small ravine that led from Brush
Creek up to the high ground. Union infantry
troops could sneak up through the ravine singlefile, unseen by the Confederates and protected
by the rocky outcroppings on both sides. Today,
the ravine is known as High Drive, and it joins
Ward Parkway with Sunset Drive, just west of the
Fairmont Hotel. The Union generals took
Thoman’s advice and marched an entire infantry
brigade up the narrow declivity. When they
reached the top and poked their heads out
through the trees, they found that they were right
on top of a Confederate artillery battery.
The Union soldiers sprang out from the trees and
captured a Confederate field gun, which was
already primed and loaded. Turning the gun to
the east, they used it to take out another
Confederate artillery battery. This opened up a
huge gap in the Confederate line, and the Union
troops poured onto the field. Thoroughly routed,
the Confederates retreated south, not daring to
stop until they reached Mahaffie Farm, near
Olathe, where they paused for the night, and then
continued on all the way to safety in Arkansas.
The Confederate army never returned to
Missouri. This decisive Union victory at Westport
ensured that Price would never be able to recruit
more Confederate volunteers in Missouri, thus
ending the war west of the Mississippi once and
for all.
(Continued on p. 6)

West Plaza residents were not shy about sharing
their concerns and suggestions for the
neighborhood. At the time, Westwood Park was
the focus of a lot of their attention. Complaints
included the condition of the playground
equipment, the amount of litter, and the need for
dog owners to do a better job picking up after
their dogs. Since 1999, most of these problems
have been addressed, both by the city and by the
WPNA. We received new playground equipment
several years ago, and construction is underway
for improved pathways and a new shelter building
on the State Line side of the park. And, thanks to
additional trash cans and cooperation on the part
of dog owners, the park is now one of the best
unofficial “dog parks” in the city.
Traffic in the neighborhood was a hot topic at the
FOCUS meeting. Cars speeding near Swinney
and Purple Dragon schools were at the top of the
list of problem areas, along with traffic coming
from Roanoke and Westport Roads onto side
streets. Several traffic-calming measures were
suggested, including flashing yellow lights at each
school, 4-way stop signs on 47th Street, and
speed bumps on side streets. The stop signs
have been added, and discussions with the city
about the lights and speed bumps continue.
Many problems have been solved. Curbs and
gutters have been repaired, rental properties
have been better maintained, and empty or
abandoned buildings have been rehabilitated or
torn down. All of this was done while holding onto
the assets that residents identified at the FOCUS
meeting: attractive homes, friendly neighbors,
and a diverse and walkable neighborhood.
(Continued on p. 6)
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The United States Census
and You
by Brad McCormack
“[An] Enumeration shall be made within
three Years after the first Meeting of the
Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent Term of ten
Years, in such Manner as they shall by
Law direct."
From these words of the Constitution
comes one of the biggest financial
undertakings of the Federal Government
– the United States Census. Every 10
years the government begins the
enormous task of counting every man,
woman, and child in the United States.
This count will not only determine
congressional districts, possibly adding
or subtracting a Congressman from
Missouri, but will also provide information
that will determine how much a city
receives from the government in funding
and subsidies.
Soon you will receive paperwork in your
mail asking for information regarding you
and your family. There is one easy way
to ensure that you are counted – FILL IT
OUT. This not only saves the
government time and money, but it will
save you from having a friendly census
worker knock on your door. Without your
input, the West Plaza neighborhood of
Kansas City may miss out on financial
backing from our local, state and federal
governments. Please do your part to
make sure we’re counted accurately. n

For safety tips and up-to-date information on
current scams and criminal activity in Kansas
City, join the email list of Master Patrol Officer
James Schriever: James.Schriever@kcpd.org.
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The Battle of Westport, Part 2
(Continued from p. 4)

The Battle of Westport was significant
in other ways. Union reinforcements
arriving from Fort Leavenworth
marched from the post road to
Westport Road, and then south on
State Line to the front along Brush
Creek.
Among the units arriving from Fort
Leavenworth was the First Kansas
Colored Volunteer Infantry Regiment,
which was made up of fugitive slaves
from Missouri and Arkansas. The First
Kansas was already a seasoned unit
by October of 1864, having
distinguished themselves in several
previous battles. The Battle of Westport
was the first time they were
commanded by black commanding
officers, Lieutenant Patrick Minor and
Captain William Matthews. It was the
first time in the history of the United
States military that any combat unit
was commanded by a black officer. By
all accounts, the First Kansas fought
with distinction again that day.
More than 30,000 soldiers fought in the
Battle of Westport, and more than
3,000 died that fateful weekend,

West Plaza Neighborhood Association
2009 Officers & Board Members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Joe Montanari
Kevin Pinkowski
Marlene Toms
Ed O’Donnell

Board Members at Large:
Rie Clark
Craig Cotton
Brad McCormack
Julie Tenenbaum, Newsletter Editor
John Toms

montanarijewelers@swbell.net
kpinkowski@yahoo.com
marlenetoms@att.net
a2delno@zeronet.com
cclark1@kcmsd.net
craigclothes@kc.rr.com
b_mccormack320@yahoo.com
jatkc@aol.com
johntoms@att.net

FOCUS Progress Report
(Continued from p. 4)

In the years since the report came out, the FOCUS program
seems to have slipped off the City’s radar screen.
Fortunately, the West Plaza Neighborhood Association
continues to tackle these and other problems in the
neighborhood. If you’d like to help, just stop by our next
meeting! n

roughly 1,500 on each side. Many are buried in Union
Cemetery, near 27th and Main Street, and others at Forest
Hill Cemetery.
Sources: "Retracing the Civil War Battle of Westport" by Karon
Tripp; “The Battle of Westport, Oct. 21-23, 1864,” by Fred L. Lee;
Jackson County Pioneers, by Pearl Wilcox; and Wikipedia. n
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1815 West 39th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-561-3663

20% Neighborhood Discount
with Coupon (Food Only)

Fran Peek Ryan, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist (Missouri)
4804 Terrace Street
Kansas City, MO 64112
Email: drfranryan@yahoo.com

(816) 444-1822
Fax (816) 931-9706
Cell (816) 304-5085

In-home sessions (Missouri only)
Workplace sessions (Missouri only)
Telephone sessions

DESIGNER

Newsletter layout is provided compliments of Final
Draft Secretarial Service. Printing is provided by Print
Tekk Printing and Mailing. Both are West Plaza
neighborhood businesses and members of the
WPNA.

Reconnect with KURT
Internationally known for his creativity in
hair and interior design, Kurt provides a
unique experience for his clients.
Kurt offers today’s women a fresh
approach to hair styling and interior design
by combining his many years of experience
with his keen sense of color and style. He’s
not a trend. He’s timeless.

Call for an appointment today!
816-561-6044
1517 Westport Road
Kansas City, MO 64111

West Plaza Neighborhood Association
Newsletter
Edited by Julie A. Tenenbaum
Address: 4401 Genessee, KC, MO 64111
Phone: 816-931-2276 email: jatkc@aol.com
Submit suggestions for newsletter articles or
association activities to Julie at her email
address. You must include your name and
your contact information for your suggestion
to be considered. Articles may be edited for
length, accuracy, and grammar. The
submitter’s name will be used only if
permission is granted.
Advertising rates (display ad other than
listing in business membership):
Business card size
Quarter page
Half page
Full page

$25 per issue
$35 per issue
$50 per issue
$100 per issue
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Please support the businesses that support your neighborhood!

WPNA Business Members
ACT II
1417 W. 47th St.
816-531-7572
AMERICAN BUDDHIST CENTER
4400 Wyoming
816-210-3378
ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL
CONSULTANT

4730 Terrace
816-561-4146
marthachilders@hotmail.com
BERGAMOT & IVY, INC.
1713 Westport Road
816-561-5599
BOOZEFISH WINE BAR
1511 Westport Road
816-561-5995
www.boozefish.com
CATHY’S CLIP & CURL SALON
4301 Wyoming St.
816-561-2331
DANIE DUNN INTERIOR DESIGN
1801 Westport Road
816-561-7771
DAVID ALLEN STATE FARM INS.
1414 W. 47th St.
816-753-4334
DOGS’ WORLD OF FUN
1220 W. 31st St.
816-931-5822
www.dogsworldoffun.com
EDDIE DELAHUNT’S CAFÉ &
45th & Bell Streets
816-753-3322

FINAL DRAFT
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
4401 Genessee St.
816-931-2276
www.Finaldraftsecretarialservice.com

A $25 Business Membership includes your name and contact
information in each WPNA newsletter.
*HALLELUJAH ALTERATIONS
& SEWING SCHOOL
4706 Holly
816-931-7396

PRECISION OPTICS
4181 Broadway
816-756-3577

JENNINGS TREE & LAWN CARE
4505 State Line
816-931-3399

PRINT TEKK
PRINTING & MAILING
4312 Terrace
816-931-4122

KATE’S CANINE RESORT
2823 Main St.
816-753-4188

PRYDE’S OLD WESTPORT
115 Westport Road
816-531-5588

KATHE KAUL ESTATE SALES
816-960-1947
kathe@kaul.cc

SADER LAW FIRM
4739 Belleview Ave., Ste. 300
www.saderlawfirm.com

KURT AARONS, DDS
4411 Belleview Ave.
816-531-2070

SHANNON BASHAM
Certified Personal Trainer
& CPR Instructor
816-810-3623

KURT’S DESIGN
1517 Westport Rd.
816-561-6044
LADNER ASSOCIATES CPA
4808 Belleview Ave.
816- 561-7580
LOTUS SKIN CARE STUDIO
4300 Bell St. Ste. 204
816-561-0555
Rachel@lotusskin.com

SHELTON TRAVEL SERVICE
4800 Belleview Ave.
816-753-4888
SUNSHINE FLOWERS
4509 Rainbow Blvd.
913-384-5034
*SUTERA
4730 Rainbow Blvd.
913-262-7883

MARSH’S SUNFRESH MARKET
4001 Mill St.
816-931-1639

SWAYKIN DOULA SERVICES
913-486-0550
www.swaykindoula.com

STEVEN C. MINGOS DDS & ASSOC
4746 Belleview Ave.
816-531-8740
www.drmingos.com

*THE STUDIO
1121 W. 47th St.
816-531-4466

MONTANARI FINE ART JEWELERS
4810 Belleview Ave.
816-531-0750
www.montanarijewelers.com
ORGANIZE ME
816-529-6901

FRAN PEEK RYAN, Ph.D.
4804 Terrace
816-444-1822

PATHWAY DEVELOPMENT CO, LLC
4600 Madison
816-960-5255

HAIR STYLE
4500 Bell St.
816-531-4545

*PLAZA WEST MASSAGE & DAY
SPA
1201 W. 47th Street
816-531-5780

THOMAS RESTAURANT
1815 West 39th Street
816-561-3663
VALLEY VIEW BANK
4550 Belleview Ave.
913-381-3311
WEST PLAZA NAILS SALON & SPA
4804 Belleview
816-931-0303
YOGA FIX STUDIO
2000 Shawnee Mission Parkway
913-384-3200
Hotyogakc.com

* New Member this month

For up-to-date information about neighborhood activities
or to contact us, visit our website: www.westplaza.org

